1939 Postcard verified by the Konigsberg censor offe

Jan Jaap de Weerd

Already before the outbreak of the war, the Gergavernment had made plans about the organization of
the civil censor service. Initially, the idea wascentralize this service in just one office inlBerfor all the

mail coming into the German Empire as well as alilment abroad. There was to be an exceptiontier t
mail from and to Eastern Prussia that would be ceed in a secondary office in Kénigsberg. A fewsday
after the start of the war on September 1, 193 bffices were functioning.

Very rapidly, it became clear that the Berlin officould not handle the huge amount of mail onvts.dt

was decided to create decentralized censor offieash of them in charge of a particular geographica
zone. The task of censoring the mail exchangedeeetwiungary and its outland was attributed, amongst
others, to the Vienna censor office. This officergul December 1, 1939.

Thus, Hungarian mail has been censored in the Ksirégy censor office only during the first three then
of the war and only when it was sent to EasterrsBiau

This typewritten folded business postcard was déetcén the Budapest 12 post office on August 289
Sent to Kdnigsberg, it reached its destinationrdfte outbreak of the war and was one of the fieshs to
be handled by the newly installed censor officépteebeing delivered. All the censor markings oa tlard
are typically those used during the first montlit®functioning.

The circular handstamp with the denominatidwslandsnachrichtenprifstelldnigsberg (Pr)’ (foreign
mail verification office) has been in use until Redry, 1940. But in the color blue it has been used
September, 1939 only.

A small strip of paper with the texAuslandsbriefiberwachungsstél(goreign letter surveillance office)
was stuck vertically along the left side of thedcarhis kind of label is only known on mail cengibia the
first days of functioning of the office. The readon the application of this second denominationas clear
and apparently its use was considered superfluoaose & was abandoned very rapidly.

The one-line handstamyon der Wehrmacht zugelassés also part of the equipment used in the first
months only.

rv 5_ ‘{
ZOLTAN GELLERI omp, &/ LEVELEZOLAP /
BUDAPEST, IX., S}B Cugsﬁlmur« / POSTKARTE

Bentley's Complete Phr W

Wieger's Blitz Code 1908, g e Y &8y
Rudolf Mosse Code el ll iy -

A, B. C. Code 6th Ed.

Telegrammadresse : GELZO BUDAPEST
TELEFON : 146-460, 146-469.

Budapest, .de1n_ 2¢

. August 1939 iilh,
Postafiok
1 22005 | o0

Aonlgsberg r'r,

vﬂluélanbéhricfﬁﬁermad)ungéiteﬁe

5286, Sz. Radex lev.-lap — Radé, VI. O-u. 41. Te!. 117-151




