1934 Airmail letter from Budapest to Buenos Aires franked wih Arcképek stamps Jan Jaap de Weerd

One of my favorites in Hungarian postal history &ankings with the 1932 set of Portraits Famousgfarians or Arcképek in Hungarian. During the perithat these stamps were used, rates did
not change, but with the 14 values of the set, nomsecombinations are possible on cover and oftea g very colorful result. I try to find coverafiked with Arcképek stamps exclusively. For a
higher franking this becomes difficult. In thessas the lower values were meant to be used tagsitiethe high denomination stamps of the Nagy dfendh set.

; -~ The cover | show here is the highest 'pAreképekiranking | found up till now. Sent by airmail froBudapest 62 on
wthds - . November 15, 1934 to Buenos Aires, the letter adiin Argentina on November 23 as shown by therarhandstamp
MAGYAR WOLEIRAMILAMIPA: GYAR - VIA AEREA - BUENOS AIRES.

EREMIERNEZIKY JANOS BRI
BUDAPEST, VI, VACKUT 89. — TELEFON: AUT. 909—78, 809—79, 906—51, 914—81.

S I 7 The front of the cover bears a bleu Hungarianenn LEGIPOSTA - PAR AVION label as well as a reshtstamp
: 52 . DEUTSCHE LUFTPOST - EUROPA-SUDAMERIKA with two staon both sides. This was the Airmail confirming

handstamp of the Lufthansa company for the postdeohat the Stuttgart airport. The red handstamp wsed on
Zeppelin mail also, but the two Zeppelin flightstieft Germany at the end of 1934 don't fit inhwihe datestamps on
this cover. Thesraf Zeppelinairship left Friedrichshafen for its 11th South-&mea Flight on October 27, too early, and
the 12th arrived in Recife, Brazil on Decembertb?, late.

. In 1933, Lufthansa had tested a new way of trarisgppost by the air. An airplane delivered the Ifr@m Germany to
a boat waiting on the East coast of Africa. Thetlsadled with the mail as well as a small airplémet was catapulted as
soon as the airport of Natal, on the extreme eagiemt of the South-American coast, was withing@anWhen this
service was launched in November 1933, it took ftfays to transport the mail from Berlin to Rio éadiro.
This letter went certainly on one of the regulagtfts with this scheme. Starting in November 1984ieekly service was
established, and one of the departures was on Nwefv. After leaving Budapest on November 15, lgter was

o : placed on the plane in Stuttgart on November 17raadh Rio de Janeiro on November 21. It took arato days to

- deliver it to Buenos Aires, probably by the Gerngrazilian airmail company Condor.

" 0n the front of the cover to the right of the tedthansa stamp there is a number that has bessantaut. This number refers to the postage talie: 21,68, that is, 21 Peng6 and 68 fillér. A

foreign letter at this time cost 40f for the figh grams and 20f for each supplementary 20 gramiere it was 40f + 20f for a total of 60f. Airmailircharge for Argentina was 2P66f for each 5
gram increment. On the extreme left hand side @fftbnt of cover we can decipher the 38gr annatatiat was written by the post office clerk withiak a bit darker shade than the one used by
the sender to write the address. For the applicabeail surcharge, 38 gram means 8 implementsGiR2for a total of -

21,28P. Adding in the 60f letter rate, the grandltoame to 21,88P. The 21,68 written on the cavan the ink of the
sender. the postal clerk calculated the corrediagesand crossed out the figure. We don’t knowefsender or the postal
clerk affixed the stamps to the envelope. In tlaise; thirty 70f and two 50f stamps were used total of 22 Peng The
cover was overfranked by 12f, a small sum when @egto 22 Persig Why weren’t higher denomination Madonna £ i - 7 . _
stamps used? Since the cover was mailed at onteedatgest post offices in Budapest (No. 62 locaethe Eastern G G LY M :'
Railway Station) the availability of the stamps Wbunot have been a problem leading to indicate thatclerk at the} : '
factory affixed some or all of the stamps. Mayballtn't have any Madonna stamps or he just wamtesé a stock oﬁ
lower denomination stamps that was sleeping irasver.

~~ The Magyar Wolframlampa-gyar, a factory of theddrRadio and Electricity Company, produced lightbbuthat |
were exported all over the world. This letter waststo Karl Veszprém. Upon arrival, the postmanndlidind the !
recipient at the address written on the envelopdesapplied his circular identification number @&ind took the letter
back to post office. There it was determined tleatias andbonaddthat meant that he had a sort of post office Bive |
address on the envelope was changed to ‘Al (=@)8/which was the number of hsbonadd Maybe Mr Veszprém

|
|
|
was a sales representative of the company wheelliray a lot, used this post-box system in ordeteteive his mail. | L] :
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