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After regaining independence through a long struggle, a 

printing technique that caused many problems was chosen for 

domestic stamp production in Hungary: the engraved copper 

printing. The lack of experience had to overcome many difficulties, 

which resulted unbelievable philatelic riches. Most of the stamps 

can also be identified which position of the sheet they come from. 

The collection summarizes the accumulated knowledge of 

philatelists researching over a century and a half these early 

lithographic and engraved copper print issues. 

The method of creating plates for the original die 

It was written first by Béla Payer in his Monograph. The 

process was the same for all issues from 1871 until 1888.  

 

a) Multiplication of first caused 
column types. The markers of the 
types repeat underneath in the plate 
mostly ten times. 

b)-d) In the following steps appeared 
new markers repeating less than ten 
times underneath. 

e) When the partial plate of 50 
images was copied and soldered to 
its original ‘twin markers‘ appear. 
They can be seen in 5 position 
distance under each other. 

The markers of types make possible the identification of 

columns in the sheet. The other markers help in finding the distinct 

position. In addition the known shape of frame perforation of the 

1871th issues makes sure the identification because the location of 

teeth and holes are different in every position.  

Research 

The plating of 1871 engravings are based on results of a new 

philatelic research of plating characteristics by the exhibitor in 2020-

2021. Hundreds of new characteristic were developed and published in 

the number of journal ‘Bélyegvilág’between July 2020 and April 2021. 

Gravure repairs 

The most interesting specialties of the issues of the years 

1874-1881 were the printing plate repairs. In previous research, 

they have been called ‘later carving’ or ‘carving repairs’; however, 

since these were gravures, we must call them ‘gravure repairs’ or 

‘printing plate repairs’. 

We can find such repairs on the postage stamps of other 

states, for example England, Belgium, Brazil, and especially 

Switzerland (the so-called ‘standing Helvetia’ postage stamps 

released between 1882 and 1905). However, such quantity and 

variety of repairs as in case of the Hungarian postage stamps of 

1874-1881 was unique. 

Extension 

The recent exhibit is extended after the first shows in 2021 

lithographic issue of 1871 

Karesz
with the

Karesz
for TimFilEx 2022 significantly.


